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Dear Friends:

Landing in a foreign airport for the first time. Driving on the wrong side of the street. Experiencing
the sights and sounds of a foreign country for the first time. Meeting people who will become your
friends for a lifetime as they warmly welcome you when you arrive at the train station. These are
just a few of the wonderful life changing moments that we strive for in our international exchange programs.
Beginning in 2001 with an invitation from Mishima to attend the international Summer Camp at Kodomo no Kuni,
three teenagers and two chaperones from Pasadena joined students from Japan, the United States, Canada and China
for a week of fun activities and meeting new friends. It was a tremendous experience that would inspire a relationship
between young people in Mishima and Pasadena that would last for many years to come. Following the end of the
camp, I met with Mishima Mayor Koike and mentioned how wonderful it would be to host a youth group from
Mishima for a summer program in Pasadena. With his immediate and enthusiastic support as well as the support of
the City of Pasadena, we began the 2002 Pasadena — Mishima Friendship Youth Program. Eighteen years later, with
the support of the City of Mishima, Mishima Mayor Toyooka and the City of Pasadena, we continue our youth
exchanges as well as many warm visits by local citizens to Mishima and Pasadena.

For many, the coronavirus pandemic of 2020 was been the most challenging year of our lives. Many of us have lost
loved ones to the virus. Schools and businesses have been closed and too many have lost their jobs. By comparison,
our relationship with Mishima may seem to pale against the hardships that we are experiencing. But for me, my
relationship with Mishima serves as a ray of hope for our future. I miss the warm welcomes and smiling faces of my
friends in Mishima whenever I arrive and ride down the escalator at Mishima Station. And I look forward to the day
when we can see each other again along with several young and enthusiastic students. With the introduction of
coronavirus vaccines and a new way of ensuring the health and safety of our communities, we will be able to continue
to make friends and strengthen our relationships.

Another result of the coronavirus pandemic is that it has motivated me to explore new ways of keeping in touch with
one another through the use of technology. Although I greatly miss being with each other in person, by embracing
online technology, it has become very easy to see and speak to each other at any time. And I hope we can continue
our relationships and discuss and begin new ways to connect people.

As T look to 2021, T am hopeful that we will defeat the coronavirus and that we will continue our lives in a new and
better way. The challenges of 2020 have made me more grateful for what we have and for what we can look forward
to. Gambarimashou!

Sincerely, Bryan Takeda January 1, 2021
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